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Berndnaut Smilde, Nimbus MdbK, 2021© The Artist and Ronchini, London 

Ronchini is very pleased to present its third solo exhibition on the Dutch artist Berndnaut Smilde. This 
exhibition features the new works of the artist’s well-known Nimbus photography series and coincides 
with his representation at the Netherlands pavilion of the ‘World Expo 2020’ in Dubai (UAE) until the 
31st of March 2022. Not only is it the very first exhibition which solely features works of the Nimbus 
series, but it is also the first time this many works are exhibited together. Smilde is renowned for 
exploring the physical deconstruction and re-construction of materials through light, space, 
atmosphere, and experience in relation to architectural environments.  

The title of the exhibition ‘Momentum’, through its double Latin etymology (the moment in time and 
the movement through time), is eponymous of the artist’s dual inspirational processes and reflects 
numerous polarities which galvanise the artist. The works of this exhibition are particular within the 
Nimbus series because they are at the crossroads of the ephemeral, embodied by the clouds, and the 
timelessness, symbolised by the ideal architectural spaces of the Museums.  

Throughout History and regardless of the cultures, clouds always bore meaning, either as a silver lining 
or as a bad omen. By exploiting this ancestral subconscious connotation in these new works, Smilde 
explores the idea of giving a new meaning to places imbued with cultural and historic past. He does 
so while carefully playing with the realm of the imaginary where untamable natural elements such as 
clouds can be found within interiors. These works are therefore not only meant to be experienced as 
the cumulation of different Zeitgeists but constitute an invitation to forget the limitations of reality, 
time, space, of being human.  



 
 

 
 
 

 
22 Dering Street, London W1S 1AN 

+44 (0) 20 7629 9188 
info@ronchinigallery.com | www.ronchinigallery.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Smilde makes us experiment a Momentum, free from contingencies.  Similarly to one of his clouds 
coming out, in a lyrical manner, of a seventeenth century painting, we are free to venture out of the 
frame. Although the actual artworks are the clouds themselves, these photographs work as the 
testimonies of pieces whose physical momentary creations add up to intangible stories.  

Having had the opportunity in the recent years to apprehend better the ideal of empty spaces thanks 
to his time spent in Museums, Smilde was all the more inspired to betoken and challenge the concepts 
of the ‘inside’ and the ‘outside’ for this exhibition. With five Nimbus works from different museums, 
two in former industrial spaces and one in a former church that had been converted into a motorcycle 
factory, this exhibition was articulated by the artist as the quintessence of a new momentum. 
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Listings information:  
Exhibition: Berndnaut Smilde | Momentum 
Location: Ronchini Gallery, 22 Dering Street, London, W1S 1AN   
Dates: 27 January – 18 March 2022 
Preview: Thursday 27 January 2022   
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday: 10am–6pm / Saturday: by appointment  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7629 9188   
www.ronchinigallery.com  
  
  
About Berndnaut Smilde:  
 

Berndnaut Smilde was born in 1978 in Groningen, The Netherlands. He currently lives and works in 
Amsterdam. Smilde holds an MA from the Frank Mohr Institute, Groningen. Selected exhibitions 
include: World Expo 2020, Netherlands Pavilion, Dubai, UAE (2021-2022) Museum gegenstandsfreier 
Kunst, Otterndorf, GER (solo) (2021) Stavanger Art Museum, NO (2020), The Armory Show, New York 
(solo) (2018), Ronchini Gallery, London, (solo) (2017), RWA, Bristol (2016) FotoMuseum, Antwerp, 
(2015), LIAN Contemporary Art Space, Shanghai (solo) (2015), Bonnefantenmuseum, Maastricht,(solo) 
(2013) Saatchi Gallery, London (2012). 

Awards include a Start Stipend from The Netherlands Foundation for Visual Arts, Design and 
Architecture, the FORM Artists’ Residency, Perth, Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, Boulder, US 
and Irish Museum of Modern Art, IE. 

 
 
 


