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The Loved One, 2019, Mixed media

22-YEAR OLD BLONDEY OPENS FIRST GALLERY SHOW IN LONDON
Ronchini Gallery is pleased to present Stella Populis, the first solo exhibition in London of works by the 22year old artist, clothing designer, and skateboarder Blondey. The exhibition runs from 7 June – 31 August
2019.
Stella Populis, includes photography, digital illustration, and installation, and is a study in the manifestations
of super-fanaticism relating to both religion and pop culture in an attempt to draw parallels between the two.
Included in the exhibition will be Epiphanies, a series of 25 laser-etched portraits on toast. In a twist on the
clichéd images of Christ that are perceived as concrete proof of his existence, the series features pop culture
celebrities from footballers, to Disney stars, to the Kardashians, and others, cast in the role of Christ himself.
Also featured will be the diptych Queen Di, a convincing coronation portrait of the ‘People’s Princess’ and
undisputed Goddess of pop culture, Lady Diana Spencer.
The centrepiece of the exhibition will be The Loved One, a super realistic life size silicone sculpture complete
with individually punched human hair, depicting the crucifixion of the fictional character Plato from the 1955 film
Rebel Without a Cause, who is shot down by the police on the steps of the Griffith Observatory and dies for the
sins of his fellow college goers. The Loved One was photographed at Griffith Observatory by the renowned
fashion photographer Alasdair McLellan, and was the focus of an installation/pop-up shop of the same name
earlier this month in Hollywood. This will be its first showing in London.
Also on show will be a series of mirrored and acrylic crucifixes, engraved and UV printed with lists of sins that
acrostically spell the work’s titles (lines lifted from the Pet Shop Boys song ‘It’s a Sin’). This series entitled Sins is
a further development of Blondey’s 2017 series of mirrored crucifixes, Confessions.
Blondey (b. 1997) is a British artist, skateboarder and clothing designer, living and working in London. His
artwork engages with themes of, popular culture, chemical inbalance and modern-day religion. His work has
been exhibited internationally.

22 Dering Street
London, W1S 1AN

T: +44 (0)20 7629 9188
www.ronchinigallery.com

Exhibition: Stella Populis by Blondey
Dates: 7 June – 31 August 2019
Preview: 6 June 2019
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday 10am – 6pm, Saturday by appointment
Location: 22 Dering Street, London, W1S 1AN
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7629 9188
Email: info@ronchinigallery.com
Website: www.ronchinigallery.com
Social Media Handles
Ronchini Gallery: Instagram and Twitter: @RonchiniGallery #RonchiniGallery
Blondey: Instagram: @blondey
Press Enquiries:
Erica Bolton/Jane Quinn, Bolton & Quinn
+44 (0) 20 7221 5000
jq@boltonquinn.com AND press@ronchinigallery.com

