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Immers

A writer renowned for his ability to
set personal experience in its political
context, Sathnam Sanghera has turned his
talents to a different, unexpected topic:
Eighties and Nineties pop. In a new book,
he pays a fascinating, fun and poignant
tribute to his musical hero George Michael,
tracking the star’s life in parallel with a
changing Britain, covering subjects from
immigration to gay rights.

‘George led a life that tells us a lot about
the turbulent times the country has lived
through,’ says Sanghera. ‘If British imperi-
alists hadn't got involved in India, Suez and
Cyprus, neither Andrew Ridgeley's father,
who came by boat from Egypt during the
Suez crisis, nor George's, a Greek Cypriot
immigrant, would have arrived in Eng-
land. Neither member of Wham! would
have been born in Britain, if at all”
Throughout the book, social history is
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Sathnam Sanghera brings the
legendary George Michael to literary life
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woven with autobiographical commen-
tary. Though initially reluctant to compare
himself to his idol (‘George was one of
the most famous and desired men in the
world!), the author does acknowledge
some parallels. ‘I guess we were both teen-
agers who considered ourselves physically
unattractive; we were both introverts; we
both fought our families hard to become
who we wanted to be - then managed to
keep them close; and we also both had an
idiosyncratic approach to creativity.’

The greatest lesson Sanghera thinks
we can learn from his subject? ‘In the
end, the coolest people often turn out to
have been condemned for being uncool in
their time.

Tomght the Music Seems So Loud: The
Meaning of George Michael” by Sathnam
Sanghera (622, Pan Macmillan) is published

on 4 June.
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